
Just recently, A.Y. McDonald 
began a running change to the 
design of our complete ball 
valve offering.  You won’t 
notice any outward physical 
changes to our product with 
this design enhancement and 
you certainly won’t see any 
changes in lay length.  All of 
the changes are on the inside and are designed to make your experience with 
our ball valves even better than before.  
The primary change A.Y. McDonald is implementing is in the design of our 
port seals.  Port seals provide the surface that the ball seals against when the 
valve is under pressure.  The new port seals will incorporate a support ring 
that is embedded in the EPDM port seal.  This support ring provides consistent 
rigidity around the entire circumference of the port seal.  This is especially 
important when the ball valve is subjected to debris and excessive air pressure 
when being used in a blow-off capacity to remove air from water mains and 
service lines.  When using as a blow-off, the valve is only partially opened or 
closed allowing the port seal to receive only partial support from the ball, as 
opposed to when it is fully open or closed.  The embedded support ring “makes 
up” the support the ball cannot provide in this application.  
As an added feature, these newly designed port seals now allow our angle meter 
valves to become “non-directional” valves.  Quite simply, this means they hold 
pressure from either direction.  So when our angle meter valve is used as a 
“customer valve” on the outlet of a meter installation, our valve can be used to 
shut off water to the residence.   
Another enhancement to our entire ball valve offering is the addition of an 
o-ring seal to the joint between the ball valve body and end piece.  This o-ring 
seal acts as a secondary seal to the existing “thread locker” seal that has been 
used on our ball valves since their introduction to our product line.  This o-ring 
seal provides a safety factor in our design so that our valves stand up to the 
rigorous environments that they are subjected to in the field.  
Be it a curb stop, corporation stop, angle meter valve, or stop & drain valve, 
if it is a ball valve from A.Y. McDonald, it just got better!  Isn’t that what you 
expect?
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Did you know... 

The Latest News

We hope you enjoy the Brass Banner!
Give us your feedback at 800-292-2737 or 
sales@aymcdonald.com

from All of Us at
A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co.

A.Y. McDonald, 
founder, once 
said, “Economy 
in small things 
i s  abso lu te ly 
nece s s a r y  i n 
every business.  
Stop all of the 
little leaks and it 
will astonish you 

how much you can save.  Remember that 
the heaviest transactions in life are but 
an aggravation of small details.”
Given the recent economic malaise, these 
words ring even truer today! 

S u e  B e v a n 
has joined the 
Customer Service 
Team as an order 
e n t r y  c l e r k .  
We  we lcome 
he r  and  he r 
contributions to 
the department!

On the Ball at A.Y. McDonald!

EPDM PORT SEALS
WITH SUPPORT RINGS

EPDM O-RING

EPDM SEAL



 

New!  Thread change to 1 ½” &
2” CTS compression Corporation Stops 

Meet Our Employees...
Brad Olberding – Plumbing Product Manager

Specify THIS...

Brad started with the company in 2002 as Planner in the Production 
and Inventory Control department.  In 2007, he was promoted to 
Plumbing Product Manager where he works with many of our water 
works customers on products that crossover the plumbing and water 
works industries.  Brad has been married to his wife, Cindy, for 
8 years and they have two children; Ella, 6, and Tommy, 2.  Brad 
enjoys golf, basketball, and football, and especially enjoys rooting 
on the Iowa Hawkeyes!

Brad Olberding

Feature of  the Quarter
Domestic Arch Pattern and 
Minneapolis Pattern Curb Boxes 

A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. is the first 
and only Water Works Brass manufac-
turer to produce 5/8”, 5/8”x3/4” , ¾” 
and 1” Water Meter Setters that are 
certified by an independent laboratory 
to meet the following LOW LEAD 
BRASS standards (see http://www.
truesdail.com/specialty_testing/docu-
ments/ay/ANSI-metersetters.pdf for 
specific models and heights).
ANSI/NSF 61-8 (2008) Annex F

ANSI 61-8 (2008) Annex G 
California AB 1953 (2006) 

certified LOW LEAD 

For more information about 
these and other products,

visit our web site 
at www.aymcdonald.com

Effective Monday November 29th, 2010, 1 1/2” and 2” 
CORPORATION STOPS with McDonald Mac Pak (-22) 
and “T” Series CTS compression outlets are being changed 
to have the same thread configuration as our McQuik (“Q” 
series) and McGrip (“G” series) 1 ½” & 2” sizes.

This change allows the same drilling and tapping machine 
adapters to be used on all CTS compression corporation 
stops. It also provides interchangeability of all Corpora-
tion Stop CTS compression nuts.

Arch Pattern Curb Boxes 
The “Arch” or "Y" base casting covers the Curb Stop without 
being mechanically connected. When required, the shut-off 
rod is attached (via brass cotter pin) to the tee head of the 
Curb Stop and remains in place inside the Curb Box. The top 
of the shut-off rod is formed in such a manner that it centers 
the top of the rod in the upper section of the 1" Curb Box up-
per section. 

Shut-off rods are furnished as standard on Curb Boxes with 
1" upper sections and are available separately for use with 
larger upper sections. 

Minneapolis Pattern Curb Boxes 
Minneapolis Pattern Curb Boxes have female threads machined 
into the bottom of the base casting that screw onto the male 
threads on top of all Minneapolis pattern Curb Stops. Thread-
ing the Curb Stop into the Curb Box gives a unified valve/box 
assembly. This arrangement assures their alignment. 

Shut-off rod information listed above is also true when used 
with Minneapolis Pattern Curb Boxes with 1” upper section. 

All McDonald Curb Boxes telescope one foot.


