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Did you know... 

The Latest News

We hope you enjoy the Brass Banner!
Give us your feedback at 800-292-2737 or 
sales@aymcdonald.com

A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. will be 
implementing a price increase effective 
February 16, 2011 on all Water Service 
Products ONLY.  In lieu of increasing list 
prices, your discount will be reduced by 
3 points for all items in the Water Service 
Products price sheet, including No-Lead 
Brass.  This will result in an approximate 
6% increase in your net costs.  The 
existing Water Service Products price 
sheet dated April 16, 2008 will remain 
current.  

A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. and its 
employees contributed over $82,000 to 
the United Way during the Fall campaign.  
$47,000 was contributed directly from 
employees!  The Dubuque community 
has been an important factor in the growth 
of A.Y. McDonald and it is with great 
pride and pleasure that we give back to 
the community that has given us so much.

National No-Lead 
Law Passed!
On January 4, 2011 President Obama signed 
into law bill number S. 3874, otherwise 
known as the Reduction of Lead in Drinking 
Water Act.  Per the new legislation, this 
law will take effect 36 months after the 
enactment of this act.  While an official date 
has not been released, it is safe to say that 
when the first week of 2014 comes around, 
our industry will be operating under the 
new legislation.
This new law basically takes the California 
and Vermont legislation pertaining to lead 
in water service line material and house plumbing systems and applies it to all 
states.    All water works service line brass, with the exception of bronze saddles, 
will need to be manufactured from a no-lead brass alloy.  For the purposes of 
this law, the term ‘no-lead’ means not more than a weighted average of 0.25 
percent lead when used with respect to the wetted surfaces of the water works 
service line material.  Therefore, components of the service line material that 
do not touch water, such as compression nuts, can still be made from  85-5-5-5 
brass which contains 4-6% lead.
All of this upcoming change will rattle the entire supply chain in our industry.  
Unlike when the California and Vermont legislation went into effect and there 
were 48 other states to sell the leaded product, that will not be an option this 
time around.  Manufacturers, distributors, and end users alike will have to be 
diligent in their efforts to reduce inventories of leaded product well ahead of 
the law change, or face the financial consequence.
A.Y. McDonald will be setting a date well ahead of the law change when 
leaded product will no longer be produced.  Once our inventories of the leaded 
product are depleted, we will restocking the shelves with no-lead product.  As 
you have come to expect from A.Y. McDonald, we will be communicating all 
of these changes well ahead of when they might start affecting you and your 
business.
As the saying goes, “The only thing constant is change.”  Stay tuned. 



 

New!  Viton O-Rings 
for Saddles 

Meet Our Employees...
Daryl Gilreath – UFR Product Manager

Specify THIS...

Daryl started with the company early last year as UFR 
(Unmeasured-Flow-Reducer) Product Manager. Daryl and his 
wife, Vanessa, relocated to Dubuque from California to take this 
new position in the company.  In Daryl’s position, he is tasked 
with both sales management and product management for this 3 
year old product line.  Daryl had 14 years of water works industry 
experience coming into A.Y. McDonald, having worked in both 
the wholesale and contractor sides of the business.  Daryl and 
Vanessa have a 17 year old son, Alex.  Together they enjoy hiking 
and cycling and have grown fond of electrical storms and snow in 
their new climate!Daryl Gilreath

Feature of  the 
Quarter

Stainless
Steel 
Stationary 
Rods for 
Curb Boxes 

All A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. ball type valves (Corp, Curb, Meter, Angle and 
Straight) feature “Blow out Proof” port seals.  Ports seals are NSF approved 
EPDM material with embedded nylon stiffener.   This rigid design will allow 
these valves to be used to flush and blow off air from service lines without 
fear of displacing the port seal.

For more information about 
these and other products,

visit our web site 
at www.aymcdonald.com

Now available from A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. - Brass and 
Ductile Iron body saddles with Viton O-Rings. These saddles 
should be used when taps to water main have the possibility 
to come in contact with petroleum-based contaminated soils. 
To order, add “V” to the model number of any existing A.Y. 
McDonald brass or ductile iron body saddle. Lead time and list 
price will vary depending on quantity, size and availability, so 
please contact our Customer Service department for details.

A.Y. McDonald Mfg. 
Co. offers Stainless Steel 
stationary rods for curb 
boxes.  Rods are available 
in 12” to 78” lengths and 
six inch increments.  Rods 
include a stainless steel 
clamp welded onto the end 
of the rod and a stainless 
steel cotter pin.  Top of rod 
is formed and “S” shaped 
to center in a 1” or 1 ¼” 
ID pipe and accepts our 
304B combination curb 
box key.


