
A.Y. McDonald is pleased to 
announce that Craig Siebert is 
the new Territory Manager for 
Eastern Missouri and Southern 
Illinois. Craig joined the company 
October 7, 2013.
Craig has several years of industry 
sales experience and we are certain 
he will be a great addition to our 
team.   Please join us in welcoming 
Craig to the A.Y. McDonald family.

Over the past two years, A.Y. 
McDonald has hired 218 new 
employees at its Dubuque location.
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As an ongoing practice to enhance 
communication, A.Y. McDonald holds 
what we call “Brass Tacks” meeting with 
all employees on all shifts.  The purpose 
of these meetings is to get down to the 
“Brass Tacks” of organizational issues, 
keep everyone in the loop regarding 
the progress of our goals and objectives, 
and provide one of many forums where 
information is shared across the company.  
We typically review sales and production 
metrics, discuss market conditions, and 
have a key topic to share.
This last quarter I had the privilege of introducing a new release of our 
company history video that is available for viewing on our website at 
aymcdonald.com.  The film highlights Andrew Young (A.Y.) McDonald, 
the person, who founded our family business 158 years ago.  It also does a 
great job of highlighting who we are as an organization today.
The film features footage of employees working in our Dubuque, IA 
manufacturing plant.  We hope that one thing you will notice while 
watching, is that the names of the individuals pictured and their years of 
service is highlighted.  The purpose of these highlights is a not-so-subtle 
reminder of what is important.
As an organization, we are responsible for every step in the process of 
designing, manufacturing, selling, and shipping the water works products 
which you, our customers, use every day.  Regardless of how many 
resources are committed toward facilities and equipment, the one thing 
that has always been true for us, is that our company runs on people.

Navigating the transition from 
regular to no-lead brass was a 
monumental task in 2013 and I 
couldn’t be more proud of the 
nearly 600 people I work with and 
their ability to tackle the challenges 
we faced together.  As a team we 
are always willing to go the extra 
mile for our boss, the customer. 
Which is why I know the future is 
bright at A.Y. McDonald.

The Latest News...

We hope you enjoy the Brass Banner!
Give us your feedback at 1-800-292-2737

or at sales@aymcdonald.com

A.Y. McDonald

BRASS  BANNER
by Scott Knapp

Did you know... 

Craig Siebert

Don McCloud - Plant Worker, 12 Years of Service

John Kirk - Foundry Production Support 
Coordinator, 1 Year of Service

Jim Wetzberger - Auto Mold Machine 
Operator, 31 Years of Service



A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. now offers many of its ball-type valves (Corp, Curb, and 
Straight Meter) with “Blow-out Proof” port seals in a true 1¼” size.  
The ports seals are NSF approved EPDM material with embedded nylon stiffener.   This 
rigid design allows the valves to flush and blow off air from service lines without fear 
of displacing the port seal.  Each 1¼” McDonald Corp, Curb, and Straight Meter Ball 
Valve has two seals to support the ball; whereas other manufacturers only have one. 
The second seal provides non-direction flow capabilities without failure. 
A.Y. McDonald also provides a backup EPDM o-ring seal between the body and end 
piece so that if the thread locker is ever compromised the o-ring provides additional 
sealing capability.
For more information about the new 1¼” inch ball valves, please contact your Territory Manager or call us at 
1-800-292-2737.  

1 1/4” Corp, Curb, and Straight Meter Ball Valves
by Rick David

Featured Employee... 
Jon Remakel, Plant Manager

Jon Remakel has over 31 years of service with the company, beginning in 1982. Jon 
started his career in industrial engineering (1982-1992), was the foundry manager for 13 
years (1992-2005) and is currently the plant manager (2005-present). 
Jon has three children; Stephany (21), who is graduating from University of Dubuque 
in the spring, Hope (18), who works full time at a daycare facility, and Andrew (14) 
who will be freshman at Senior in the fall. Jon has a problem saying no when it comes 
to bowling, and has bowled in a league for the past 32 years and was in the Iowa State 
Tournament the last 13 years. Jon also enjoys golf and plays in a league with several 
other employees and on weekends with Andrew. Jon takes great pride in being part of 
the team that has helped advance the company to a market leader.     

New!

A.Y. McDonald Mfg. Co. produces 
many configurations of ball-type 
Curb Stops and Meter Valves in 
varying lay-lengths.  If you have 
a project replacing curb stops or 
meter valves that require specific 
lay-lengths, contact your A.Y. 
McDonald distributor today to 
inquire as to configurations and 
availability.  
A sample of the existing Curb or 
Meter Valve may be required to 
insure compatibility.  

Specify This
Special Lay-Length (Ball 
Type) Curb or Meter Valves 
for Retro-Fits

Featured Product
Inter-changeable Compression Nuts
A.Y. McDonald offers the largest variety of inter-changeable 
compression nut assemblies in the industry!
Starting with compression assemblies for Copper, Copper Tube 
Sized PE, PB and PEX, the A.Y. McDonald –“T” series,- 22 Mac 
Pak, “Q” McQuik, “G” Grip Joint, “H” Handy-Loc (3/4” and 
1” PE only) all utilize the same thread and end configuration so 
interchangeability is universal.  This means the nut assembly on a 
curb stop, corporation stop (3/4” and 1” only,) meter valve, meter 
setter or adaptor is all inter-changeable.
If you have markets where customers use a variety of 
compression assemblies, you can stock the different nut 
assemblies and fabricate the required compression valve or 
adaptor by simply changing the nut assembly.  Contact A.Y. 
McDonald today to learn more.


