
A.Y. McDonald is pleased to 
announce that Chris Burgmeier 
is the new Territory Manager 
for Iowa and eastern parts of 
Nebraska. Chris joined the 
company September 16, 2013.
Chris has several years of Water 
Works industry experience and 
we are certain he will be a great 
addition to our team.   Please join 
us in welcoming Chris to the A.Y. 
McDonald family.

As previously notif ied,  A.Y. 
McDonald ceased all shipments of 
noncompliant leaded brass products 
intended to convey water for human 
consumption on November 30, 2013.

If you have any questions about the 
federal legislation, please contact 
your Territory Manager or call our 
Customer Service Department at 
1-800-292-2737.
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For the past three years, the majority of the Brass Banner, and a 
lot of our other marketing materials, have been devoted almost 
exclusively to the changes required by the Reduction of Lead in 
Drinking Water Act, and the resultant industry-wide conversion 
to no-lead brass. We undertook a 16,000 square foot addition to the 
factory in Dubuque to make room for new equipment to increase 
our no-lead capacity, created noleadbrass.com as a resource, shared 
with you information about being diligent in reducing leaded 
brass inventories, shared information on how and why you should 
convert early, and promised and gave an advanced timeline for 
when our leaded brass would no longer be available.
To say that making this transition was a challenge would be a huge 
understatement. It was an industry-wide conversion and everyone 
has had their fair share of challenges, including A.Y. McDonald. 
Years of planning, large capital investments, and our dedication to 
taking care of you, The Boss, helped to mitigate the issues we faced, 
but issues were there nonetheless.
Keeping this challenging year in mind, it seems only natural 
during the holiday season to reflect on the past twelve months 
and consider what we at A.Y. McDonald are truly thankful 
for. At the top of that list is you, the customer. Through both 
challenges and good times, our belief that the Customer is the 
Boss continuously governs our actions and guides us through 
the greatest of difficulties. Without you, our efforts would be for 
naught. For your patience and your loyalty, we are truly grateful. 
With the no-lead transition 
squarely in the rearview 
mirror, it is exciting to be 
looking forward again at 
what lies ahead. Whatever 
that future is, please know 
that at A.Y. McDonald it’s 
back to business, and we 
will be there to help you 
meet your needs, your 
goals, and your objectives for the upcoming years. Happy Holidays!

The Latest News...

We hope you enjoy the Brass Banner!
Give us your feedback at 1-800-292-2737

or at sales@aymcdonald.com

A.Y. McDonald

BRASS  BANNER
by Scott Knapp

Did you know... 

Chris Burgmeier



With no-lead brass now the norm in our industry, we wanted to share some information about our new carton 
label format and the information it contains. The top of the label shows the A.Y. McDonald logo, the Truesdail 
Laboratories logo (designates product is third party certified to NSF/ANSI 61-8 and/or NSF/ANSI 372 lead 
content requirements) and a picture of the product inside the carton.
The next row designates our model number with a detailed description of the product. This also includes our 
internal seven-digit number and UPC code. 
Perhaps the most important information for you is on the next row. This includes information about the carton 
weight and pieces per carton. The golden bar with ‘No-Lead’ will be included for all products that comply with 
the federal legislation. Finally, on the far right are production codes which are used for quality and tracking 
purposes (as seen below on the example, the production codes for this sample is TF059904 & MQ). 
If you have any questions concerning the information on our carton labels, please contact your Territory Manager, 
or call 1-800-292-2737.

Reading the Product Carton Label
by Rick David

Featured Employee... 
Jonathon Gapinski, Water Works Product Coordinator

Jonathon Gapinski joined the A.Y. team in October 2013 as a Water Works Product 
Coordinator.  Before coming to A.Y. McDonald, Jonathon worked as a Project 
Manager for an excavating contractor and as a Water Distribution Manager for a 
city water department.
Jonathon and his wife, Lindsey, have one son, Ray, and another child on the way.  
His Labrador Retriever, Buddy, wishes he was still the only child in the family.  
During the winter months he enjoys watching football, attending wrestling 
meets, and cross country skiing.  

Production Codes
Carton Weight & Quantity

Internal 7-Digit Number

Model Number & Product Description
(bar is gold if product is no-lead)

UPC Code

Truesdail Logo & Certifications
(applicable for certified product)


