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As the calendar rolled into 2016, our company 
reached another milestone – 160 years of being in 
business. While this is an achievement not reached 
by most businesses, our uniqueness does not simply 
come from our age but from the exceptionality of our 
founder, Andrew Young McDonald, and the humble 
beginnings from which he started it all. 

Each year that passes brings with it its own acknowledgement and appreciation 
to how far we have come as a company. The following is an article published in 
our internal company newsletter, The Pipeline. It was written by R. D. McDonald 
and published in 1996, when we celebrated our 140th year.

A.Y. was my great-great grandfather and, as he passed on his business to his 
children, he told them that he had started it and that they could, “take it as 
far as you want to go.” If only he could see today what has become of his tiny 
plumbing shop on Iowa St. I can only imagine that he would be proud of how 
far it has come and on the positive impact it has made on thousands of people 
over the years. 

Here’s to another decade and another milestone under our belts. Thank you for 
being a part of our Family and its rich history!

Latest News

Best of Social Media

We have a solution for your 
cistern or tank applications 
with the new A.Y. McDonald 
bottom suction pump. Suitable 
for agricultural, residential, 
and commercial installation 
needs, this pump delivers high 
performance with maximum 
drawdown, corrosion resistant 
material, and a quiet operation.

Since the beginning of the Brass 
Banner, we have been providing 
you with the same format from 
issue to issue. Starting this summer, 
be on the lookout for a completely 
amplified newsletter!

On the morning of March 4, A.Y. 
held a 160th pullover giveaway 
that involved the social media 

website, Twitter. 
The tweet itself 
was responsible 
for our most active 
day on social 
media to date as 
over 30 people 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
and multiple 
c o m p a n i e s 
congratulated 
us in our 160th 

milestone. It’s good 
to know that we’re not alone in 

the excitement for this achievement! 
Keep an eye on our Social Media 
pages to participate in our next 
giveaway.

We hope you enjoy the Brass Banner!
Give us your feedback at 1-800-292-2737 
or at sales@aymcdonald.com

I have been asked to write 
some recollections of the 
history of the company. 
This is quite a task as the 
company will be 140 years 
old in 1996. That’s a lot 
of history in anybody’s 
book! The family has kept 
some of the history of the 
company, however, much 
of it has been lost over 
these four generations. 

To be in business for 140 
years and still be privately-
held is an accomplishment 
in itself. There are 
very few companies in 
existence today with this 
record. More than two 
thirds of businesses do 
not exist after the first 
generation. You can 
relate that to Dubuque. 
Many of the old Dubuque 
family companies are 
out of existence either 
through failure, selling 
the business, or not 
having family to continue 

the ownership. We now 
have fifth generation 
McDonald’s involved with 
the company on a day-to-
day basis. 

Our founder, Andrew 
Young (A.Y.) McDonald 
was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland on February 14, 
1834. He was orphaned at 
a young age and at 14 was 
the sole support of his aunt. 
He was then working as an 
apprentice plumber in the 
plumbing shop of James 
Steel in Glasgow. The 
plumbing apprenticeship 
lasted seven years.

In 1854 he came to 
America accompanied 
by his aunt and settled in 
Cleveland, Ohio where he 
was employed by Mr. John 
Green. He did not come 
directly to Dubuque where 
he had a sister married to 
John Morrison. There was 
no indoor plumbing in 

Dubuque so he couldn’t 
ply his trade, and did not 
have the funds necessary 
for traveling. While 
working for Mr. Green, 
he took charge of the 
plumbing of an asylum at 
Newburgh, Ohio.

In 1855, Mr. Green moved 
to Burlington, Iowa 
thinking there was a better 
opportunity in a newer 
country and he asked A.Y. 
to accompany him as he 
valued his services. There 
was not sufficient work in 
Burlington so A.Y. moved 
to St. Louis for a short 
period and finally moved 
to Dubuque to be near his 
sister, Martha Morrison. 
Dubuque was sparsely 
settled at that time and did 
not have sufficient work 
so he worked in different 
parts of the surrounding 
territory primarily putting 
in water wells.

In 1856 he settled 
permanently in Dubuque 
and opened a little shop 
of his own on the north 
side of 6th Street on the 
west corner of the alley 
between Main and Locust 
Streets (present parking lot 
of Hawkeye Bank). The 
building was so small that 
in order to thread a length 
of pipe, it was necessary 
to cut a hole in the wall 
of the building to let the 
end protrude outside the 
building to thread while 
the other end was held in 
a vise. 

On November 5, 1860 he 
was granted naturalization 
papers thus becoming a 
citizen of the United States. 

The next article will deal 
with his volunteering and 
enlistment in the Union 
Army and his experiences 
in the Civil War.
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A.Y. McDonald is proud to announce the addition of Repair 
Coupling 3/4” and 1” CTS to our water works product line. This 
product offers more flexibility for repairs in the field while also 
being certified under the NSF/ANSI 61 and NSF/ANSI 372. 
The repair coupling 3/4” and 1” CTS is the ideal choice as the absence of an internal pipe stop that would 
prevent the coupling from sliding over and then back on the tube. In addition, all brass components not in 
contact with potable water conform to the ASTM B584, UNS C89833, and are identified with an “NL”. When 
there is an excessive gap between two pieces of tube out in the field, give A.Y. McDonald a call at 1-800-292-
2737 to get your hands on this product.

Repair Coupling 3/4” and 1” CTS (74758-22, G, Q, T 3/4” and 1” 4.75” long) 
by Rick David

Featured Employee... 
Jolene Kohlenberg: Recruiter

Jolene Kohlenberg is the recruiter at A.Y. McDonald and has been working here for the 
past 4 1/2 years. Starting at A.Y. right out of college, She was hired as an HR assistant and 
was then promoted to her current position 2 1/2 years later.
As an avid sports fan, Jolene is borderline obsessed with the Badgers, Packers, and Cubs. 
She watches as many games as possible and goes to multiple games throughout the year. 
Right now she is counting down to April 11 where she has bleacher tickets to the Cub’s 
Home Opener. In addition to her sports obsession, Jolene also enjoys shopping, spending 
time with friends and family, and spoiling her cat, Maddux. And yes, her cat is named 
after the former Cub’s pitcher.

Are you looking for an effortless water meter removal 
or installation method? This is possible with our 1 1/2” 
and 2” meter adapting kit 
as it provides an adjustable 
end connection on one side 
of the installation. 
This kit comes complete 
with drop in type oval 
flange meter gaskets, a large 
wrench area for proper 
installation, and complies with the ANSI/AWWA 800. 
Get ahold of your A.Y. McDonald Representative to 
learn more about the 1 1/2” and 2” meter couplings or 
installation kit.

Specify This
1 1/2” & 2” Meter Coupling / Installation Kit 
(7610A-55 1 1/2” and 2”) 

Featured Product
5/8”, 5/8” x 3/4”, 3/4” Meter 
(Bushings and Adapters)
Meter adaption is made 
easy when you choose 
A.Y. McDonald’s 5/8”, 
5/8” x 3/4”, 3/4” meter 
bushings and adapters. 

These parts stand out 
from the rest as they 
come with hard fiber 
gaskets that create a 
watertight seal and 
ensure proper lay length 
of setting. By combining 
both the meter bushings 
and adapters, you can 
achieve various meter 
settings out in the field.
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