
Due to increased volume in no-lead 
brass, additional blasting equipment 
was added to the foundry during the 
shutdown week in July.

This equipment will be used in 
conjunction with our other blasting 
machines to improve our capabilities 
and output for the transition to no-
lead brass.

After 54 years of service with A.Y. 
McDonald, Territory Manager 
John Aslin has announced his 
decision to retire this September. 
John joined the company in 1959 
and has been an integral member 
of the A.Y. McDonald family.
Please join us in congratulating John 
on his well-deserved retirement. 
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As we enter the final quarter of 2013 people are either breathing a 
sigh of relief or cursing themselves for not acting sooner before the 
“Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act” takes effect on January 4, 
2014.  As our customers know, for the past three years A.Y. McDonald 
has advocated taking a proactive stance regarding the legislation 
with our mantra being “pain now or pain later.”  
I’m happy to say that the vast majority of distributors we have 
spoken to have already taken the “pain now” approach, which means 
they have actively slimmed down their inventories, converted their 
customers, and worked diligently on updating specifications.  These 
efforts will pay dividends in the months and years to come, as those 
who procrastinated struggle before the deadline, while you move on, 
business as usual.  
That being said, there is one more important date I would like to 
remind you of. As stated in our letter to customers in October of 2012, 
we will cease all shipments of leaded brass on November 30, 2013.  
If you have questions about which products are impacted, please 
contact your territory manager, call our customer service at 1-800-
292-2737, or check out noleadbrass.com – a one-stop resource created 
to assist our customers with all things pertaining to the no-lead 
legislation and conversion. 
Hopefully, most of you have already finished the first two steps we 
discuss on noleadbrass.com: Educate & Manage. Now that you have 
educated your customers and guided them through the transition, 
the final and very important step is to Document your actions and 
store the information for the future, to protect yourself and your 
business, and as proof of your adherence to the law.  
While the transition to no-lead has created some bumps in the road 
for everyone industry wide, the end is near.  Throughout this entire 
process, our commitment has remained the same, to provide you with 
the quality and service that you are used to from A.Y. McDonald.  We 
appreciate your patience with this conversion and as always, on behalf 
of all of my coworkers, I thank you for your business.

The Latest News...

We hope you enjoy the Brass Banner!
Give us your feedback at 1-800-292-2737

or at sales@aymcdonald.com

A.Y. McDonald

BRASS  BANNER
by Scott Knapp

Did you know... 

(Left) John Aslin at the 1961 Annual Sales 
Conference.  (Right) Aslin at the 2013 

National Sales Meeting.



A.Y. McDonald now offers multiple sizes of No-Lead Eighth bend adapters 
that feature ¾” or 1” Male Iron Pipe Thread on one side and ¾” or 1” CTS 
on the other.  Additional sizes include 1” MNPT to 1” PEP, PVC and IP 
along with cross sizes of 1” MNPT to 1 ¼” or 1 ½” CTS.  
These adapters are made in the United States of America and are 
manufactured to meet or exceed the AWWA C800 (latest revision) standard.  
These adapters are rated to withstand the same pressures as the tubing they 
are designed to fit.  Each adapter is designed and tested for cold potable water only.  NSF approved EPDM 
rubber gaskets are used for sealing which are highly tolerant to chlorine and chloramines in potable water.

For more information, please visit aymcdonald.com, contact your Territory Manager, or call 1-800-292-2737.

Specify THIS... 
No-Lead Cambridge Universal Female & Male Adapters

A.Y. McDonald now offers the No-Lead Cambridge Universal Female and Male 
Adapters as well as the Couplings in three size ranges to fit multiple sizes of Copper, 
Copper Tube Sized Polyethylene, Iron Pipe Size Polyethylene, Steel Pipe, Polybutylene, 
PVC, PEX and Lead.  
These Cambridge Adapters have a 300 PSI working pressure rating, are simple to use, 
simply insert the pipe and tighten.  Once tightened onto pipe, the teeth will grip the 
outer surface of the pipe and provide restraint.  The gripper body will form to the 
pipe OD and be in full contact and support the pipe around its entire circumference.  
The rubber seal conforms to the pipe diameter, providing high pressure sealing of 
the waterway as well as preventing contaminants and soil from entering the gripper 
area.  The gripper sub-assembly is symmetrical, and therefore works in either direction 

regardless of the orientation.  The gripper sub-assembly is a snug fit in the nut preventing loss of the gripper 
and seals in the trench.  The Stainless Steel teeth provide electrical continuity from metallic pipes to the coupling 
body, eliminating the need for trace wires when metallic pipes are used.  This coupling accommodates pipes 
that are slightly oval or slightly deformed, saving time and materials in some sizing situations.
For more information, please visit aymcdonald.com, contact your Territory Manager, or call 1-800-292-2737.

New!   
No-Lead Eighth Bend Adapters
by Rick David

by Rick David

Featured Employee... 
Dawn Greenwood, Graphic Designer

Dawn Greenwood started at A.Y. McDonald in 2000 as an advertising clerk, before 
becoming the Advertising/Mailroom Coordinator in 2001. She was promoted to 
Advertising Coordinator in 2003 and then in 2006 became the Graphic Designer. 
Dawn has three Norwegian Elkhound dogs, Angel, Lucy, and Dusty. When not at A.Y. 
McDonald, she spends her time helping out on the family farm. When she’s finally 
not working, she enjoys a good tractor pull (where the International Tractors always 
come out ahead) and spending time with her niece and nephew’s.


